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TAGS: OEXC, UR 

SUB J : SOVIET TRANSLATOR RITA RAIT 

1 . WHILE EMB WISHES TO ENCOURAGE EXTENSION OF INVITATION 
TO RAIT TO ATTEND UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE TRANSLATORS’ 
CONVENTION, WE DO NOT WISH TO HAVE IVP GRANT EXTENDED 
TO HER. EMB VIEWS RAIT VISIT AS PRIMARILY AN ATTEMPT 

BY VONNEGUT TO REWARD RAIT FOR HER WORK TRANSLATING HIS 
WRITING. WHILE SHE CERTAINLY HAS CONTRIBUTED TO MAKING 
VONNEGUT'S LITERATURE MORE WIDELY AVAILABLE TO SOVIET 
AUDIENCES. SHE IS NOT LIKELY TO CONTINUE TO BE ACTIVE 
AS TRANSLATOR FOR LOND PERIOD. EMB PREFERS TO RESERVE 
LIMITED IV FUNDS FOR VISITS BY YOUNGER PERSONS WHO ARE 
LIKELY TO PLAY IMPORTANT ROLES IN POLITICAL AND/OR 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS OR EXPANSION OF EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITIES. 
RAIT IS OLD AND NOT IN GOOD HEALTH. EMBOFF HAS BEEN 
TOLD BY KUDRYAVTSEVA OF JOURNAL OF FOREIGN LIT. THAT 
RAIT COULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE INCLUDED IN SOVIET 
TRANSLATORS’ DELEGATION FOR HEALTH REASONS. SOVIET 
PRACTICE, SHE SAID, REQUIRES THAT ALL DELEGATION 
MEMBERS BE IN EXCELLENT HEALTH BEFORE TRAVEL ABROAD 
WILL BE PERMITTED. 

2. KUDRYAVTSEVA INDICATED, HOWEVER, IF RAIT RECEIVES 
A PRIVATE INVITATION TO GO TO U.S. INDIVIDUALLY AND 
NOT WITH DELEGATION SHE IS QUITE CERTAIN TRIP WOULD BE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 16533 20171 1Z 

POSSIBLE. SOVIETS MIGHT EVEN BE WILLING TO FUND 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

ROUND-TRIP TRAVEL. 

3. IF DEPT. CAN PROVIDE GRANT-IN-AID TO COVER PORTION 
OF COSTS TO U.S. SPONSORING AGENCY WE BELIEVE THIS 
WOULD BE MORE SUITABLE WAY TO ATTEMPT TO HELP VONNEGUT 
IN HIS EFFORT. 

MATLOCK 
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